AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR § 1.111 

Serial Number: 10/768,742 
Filing Date: January 30, 2004 

Title: FLAT DECK APPARATUS AND METHOD 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for a deck comprising: 
a first frame member having an outer perimeter ; [[and]] 

a second frame member having an outer perimeter , one of the first frame member or the 
second frame member having a spacing element thereon, the spacing element for spacing the one 
of the first frame member or the second frame member with respect to the other of one of the 
first frame member or the second frame membe r, the spacing element positioned to abut an outer 
perimeter of the first frame member or an outer perimeter of the second frame member: and 

a flashing element associated with one of the first frame member or the second frame 
member, at least a portion of the flashing element positioned beyond the outer perimeter of the 
first frame member or the outer perimeter of the second frame member . 

2. (Original) The apparatus for a deck of claim 1 wherein the spacing element includes 
a lip formed with respect to one of the first frame member or the second frame member. 

3. (Original) The apparatus for a deck of claim 1 wherein the spacing element includes 
a connector associated with at least one of the first frame member or the second frame member. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the lip is positioned so that when the 
first frame member is attached to the second frame member, a first surface of the first frame 
member and a second surface of the second frame member are substantially coplanar. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein one of the first frame member and the 
second frame member are provided with an adhesive adapted to attach the first frame member to 
the second frame member. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5 further comprising at least one fastener for 
attaching the first frame member to the second frame member. 
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7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising at least one fastener for 
attaching the first frame member to the second frame member. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the spacing element is attached to the 
one of the first and second framing members attached to a wall, wherein the spacing member is 
elongated and adapted to hold a plurality of joists, at least some of said plurality of joists spaced 
from some other of said joists. 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising a plurality of joists, 
wherein the plurality of joists are made of aluminum. 

10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising a plurality of joists, 
wherein the plurality of joists are made of wood. 

1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the spacing element further comprises a 
plurality of spaced ledges, wherein the ledges are spaced to correspond to the spacing between 
the plurality of joists. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a flashing element attached to 
one of the first framing member and the second framing member, the flashing element attached 
an edge of the one of the first framing member and the second framing member most distant 
from the spacing element. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a flashing element formed 
integrally with one of the first framing member and the second framing member, the flashing 
element attached an edge of the one of the first framing member and the second framing member 
most distant from the spacing element. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A ledger element comprising: 
a first edge; 
a second edge; [[and]] 
a spacing element associated one of the first and the second edge , the spacing element 

abutting one of the first edge and the second edge; and 

a flashing element associated with the other of the first edge and the second edge of the 
ledger element, the flashing element positioned outside the space between the first edge and the 
second edge . 

15. (Currently Amended) The ledger element of claim 14 wherein the further compri s ing: 

a flashing element associated with the other of the first and second edge of the ledger 

element, is substantially perpendicular to the first edge and the second edge of the ledger element 
[[board]]. 

16. (Original) The ledger element of claim 15 wherein the flashing element is adapted 
for abutting a wall of an edifice. 

17. (Original) The ledger element of claim 14 wherein the spacing element includes a 
built in pocket adapted to receive a joist. 

18. (Currently Amended) The ledger element of claim 17 further comprising a joist, wherein 
the spacing element includes a support surface disposed between the first edge of the joist and 
the second edge of the joist, the support surface in a plane substantially parallel to the first edge 
and the second edge. 

1 9. (Original) The ledger element of claim of claim 1 7 wherein the spacing element 
includes a support surface located substantially coplanar with one of the first edge of the joist 
and the second edge of the joist. 
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20. (Original) A method for further supporting an existing deck comprising: 
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placing a non-wood element below an existing wood ledger; and 
attaching the non-wood element to the existing wood ledger and to a structural 
component to which the existing wood element is attached. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein the non-wood element is made of 
aluminum. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein the non-wood element further includes 
an extended lip that supports the existing wood ledger and a portion of at least one joist. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 20 further comprising the step of placing an 
aluminum sleeve over an existing post associated with the existing deck. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 20 further comprising the step of replacing an 
existing post of the deck with a non-wood post. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein the non-wood post includes a non-wood 
post and a sleeve. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein the non-wood post includes a flange on 
at least one end. 



27. (Canceled) 



